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Paul tried hard to persuade them to cancel the voyage
and go by train.

"We sent for time-tables/' says Prince Paul. "The
King, having looked up the Innsbruck-Basle route,
became delighted at the prospect of going by train and
agreed to abandon the voyage. That was on the evening
of the 5 th October. I thought it was settled. We spent
a night on that wretched ship. But in the morning,
when the King saw the long faces of the commander and
his officers, he said he could not disappoint them. They
would all get medals if they conveyed him safely to
Marseilles. Let the Queen go by rail. He would keep
to the Dubrovnik"

Jevtitch says, "The King asked the commander
whether he could guarantee that in case of rough weather
the Dubrovnik would not be forced to take shelter in
some Italian port. The commander gave the necessary
assurance and the King agreed to go by sea. The
Queen, as you know, suffers from an internal complaint.
It was thought she might be affected adversely by a
rough voyage so she went by train/'

The final decision was only arrived at on the
morning of the 6th October, at early breakfast. There
was then some sadness at the thought of the King going
alone. But Alexander rallied the drooping spirits of
the party. "One more little expedition before I go to
France," said he. "Let us go to the Savina monastery
before I sail I"

Jevtitch tactfully remained on the ship, declaring
that he had certain dispatches to get off. The test
went ashore and proceeded in the royal cat to Savina,
a little way along the shore from Zelenika, approached
by a long quiet avenue of pines; a mile through the
pines and not a soul to be seen, Alexander wanted to
hold in his hands again the ancient cross, the treasure
of the monastery. It had been a gift from Stephen
Dushan, Tsar of the Serbs, in 1354.

The cat drew up undet cypresses before the white